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The Honorable Michael R. Pompeo 

The U.S. State Department 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

 

I am writing to ask for your assistance on behalf of a constituent seeking to return to the U.S. after becoming 

stranded in Peru when President Martin Vizcarra closed national borders on March 15. 

  

Will Kearney traveled to Lima, Peru to visit his aunt and uncle during his spring break from Wesleyan 

University in Connecticut on March 10.  He was scheduled to return home March 17, but was unable to 

secure a new flight home before travel was restricted. 

  

My office has been in contact with Will and his family in Wayne Township, N.J., and we have been working 

with Rep. Chris Smith regarding this issue. The congressman has been diligently working with the State 

Department and the American embassy in Peru to bring New Jersey residents home. I applaud his efforts and 

thank him for his service to all New Jersey residents currently in Peru. 

  

With so many Americans trying to return home, we understand the logistical challenges for President Trump 

and the State Department in dealing with this issue. To date, roughly 1,000 Americans have returned home 

from Peru. This is an important accomplishment, and I thank you for your efforts ensuring the safe return of 

these citizens.  

  

However, with approximately 4,000 Americans still remaining, Will and his mother are feeling anxious and 

concerned about when he might be able to return home safely. I am respectfully requesting additional 

resources, such as military planes, be made available for bringing American citizens like Will home as 

quickly as possible. 

  

I appreciate your consideration of this matter. I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Christopher P. DePhillips 

Assemblyman, 40th Legislative District 

 

Cc: Rep. Chris Smith 


